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All animal movements have something in common.

environment. Second, it nervous system signals the

An animal moves when its nervous system,

muscles, which contract and cause the skeleton to

muscular system, and skeletal system work

move. Animals move for many reasons. They move to

together to make movement happen. First, an

obtain food, defend and protect themselves, maintain

animal's nervous system receives a signal from the.

homeostasis, and find mates.

How Do Adaptations for Movement Compare?

Animals ive nearly everywhere on Earth. Animals

against the ground with it belly. An ant uses its

that live in water, on land, o in the air have

jointed appendages to walk. Other animals have long

different adaptations for movement.

arms to swing in trees, powerful legs to jump, or long

legs to run.

Many animals that swim, such as fishes, dolphins,

and penguins, have streamlined bodies that help

When you think of animals that can fly, you probably

them move through the water. They also have

firstthink of birds. Birds are uniquely adapted for

appendages, such as fippers and fins, for swimming.

flight. A hawk's long, broad wing feathers enable it to

Some animals that live in water do not swim, but.

iy high and to soar. A hummingbird's small, narrow

move through water in other ways. Sea stars and

wings flap rapidly, 5o it can hover ike a helicopter.

other echinoderms have a water vascular system,

Forest birds such as the pheasant have short, rounded

a system of fluid-filed tubes that allow them to grip

wings that enable them to take off rapidly.

surfaces with suction, Some fishes have an internal,

gas-filled sac called a swim bladder. By adjusting the

Many insects are also fight experts. Their wings grow

gas level in the bladder,  fish can stay at a certain

from their exoskeletons and can move up, down,

depth in water.

forward, and backward. Some, such as the dragonfy,

have more than one pair of wings. The only mamrmal

Animals have many different adaptations for moving

that lies is the bat. Its wings are made of thin skin

on land. A snake contractsits muscles and pushes

stretched over s long finger bones.
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